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the Burma Research Society accept the play as having existed. Mahaw
has fortunately come down to us, and it is of great importance to
students of the dramatist, for it is the only extant play of U Kyin U
based on an already existing story; the stories of all his other plays
(excepting Waythandayd) were pure creations of the dramatist.

Perhaps  it will not be out of place   to   give  an  outline   of  the
story of U Awbatha's Mahaw-thada Jataka.    Mahaw was a Future-
Buddha and son of a rich nobleman.    From his childhood he was
extremely wise, and the fame of his wisdom spread far and wide.
As a result he was invited to the palace of his king and  later  he
became a minister.    He had  various battles  of wit with the  four
chief ministers, and he emerged victorious, the king adopting him as
his son.    Now Sulani, the king of a  neighbouring  country, had  a
minister called Kaywut who was thought to be very wise.    The two
countries went to war: there was a battle of words and wit between the
two wise ministers.   As the two armies stood watching, Mahaw and
Kaywut tried their utmost to humble each other.    Mahaw threw a
priceless jewel on the ground and as Kaywut stooped to pick it up,
Mahaw seized him, thrust his brow in the dust, and made it bleed.
The two armies thought that Kaywut had submitted, and victory was
declared  to be on the  side  of Mahaw's   king.      The  other   army
returned  to  their country with the shamed  and  bleeding   Kaywut
swearing vengeance  on his  opponent,    Kaywut thought   of a plan
which he discussed with his king on the highest tower of the palace
where nobody else was allowed to enter. The king, however, was very
fond   of a  female  magpie   which was kept in the tower.    Kaywut
suggested   that the  king's  daughter should be  offered in marriage
to Mahaw's king; in case that king should be suspicious, musicians
should be sent to that kingdom to sing the beauty of the princess;
then the king would think that he was being given the most beautiful
princess as an act of friendship; on the offer being accepted, that
king and his  ministers, including Mahaw, were to be  invited into
the princess's city to celebrate the marriage, and then they were to
be seized and put to death.    To this scheme, Kaywut's king agreed,
and  musicians were sent to  the other kingdom.   Kaywut followed.
Mahaw's king wanted to accept the offer at once, and all his ministers,
except Mahaw, advised him to do so.  Mahaw pointed out the dangers
connected with such an acceptance without inquiry, and as a result,
he was  exiled by the king  in  anger.    Mahaw,  however, was soon
recalled and he outwardly agreed to the acceptance.   In the meantime,